SOMERSET WEST AND TAUNTON COUNCIL
CORPORATE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE WRITTEN ANSWERS TRACKER 2022/23

Decision :
Date of Scrytiny Ctt.ee Request _Maker Date of (S:er:trl:gnts IL?;Z(::;
Cttee for information IDirectorate response
Responsible . . P
Response to request for information

01/06/2022 | Decision taken underthe | ClirBenet Questions relating to the Coal Orchard Development. 06/06/2022 | Answers provided by
Emergency Rule — Further | Allen / Chris Due to commercial sensitivity these will be made Joe Wharton and
information requested Hall available to Councillors confidentially after the public uploaded to

regarding costings etc meeting. MOD.GOV.
01/06/2022 | Committee asked for Mike Rigby /| A members briefinghasbeen setup to take place on 08/06/2022 | Answers provided by
furtherupdates on the Chris Hall 28 July to look at Phosphates and the currentfive- Chris Hall and Sam

phosphate situation. Would
like a special Scrutiny
meeting to highlightthese
issues.

year housing land supply. The slides from the briefing
will be made available afterwards for those who are
unable to attend. Chris Hall has also highlighted that
the Phosphates on the Somerset levels and moors
(somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk) webpage does
address most of the concerns.

The correct platform for debating phosphate issues is
the SWT Phosphates Planning Sub-Committee.

Murrell.




06/07/2022

Corporate Performance
Report: High proportion of
planning refusals have
been overturned by the
Planning Inspectorate.

(Page 266 & 272 Agenda)
Flagged Red.

Can a breakdown be
provided on the proportion
of decisions that have
been overturned by the
Planning Inspectorate
following appeals from
applicants?

A) Can this be split
between officer
delegated decisions
and those that were
determined by the
Planning
Committee.

B) Have any
successful appeals
resulted in the
awarding of costs to
the applicant?

Mike Rigby /
Chris Hall
(Planning)

The Local Planning Authority has received 20 appeal
decisions from the Planning Inspectorate for the
period from 1 January 2022 to 30 June 2022. Of
these 6 were allowed (equating to 30% of appeals
determined in this period). This compares with the
target againstwhich performance is measured
corporately of 33% which is the national average of
appeals allowed.

Of those allowed in this period, two were appeals
following decisions by the Planning Committee, one of
which resulted in a costs award to the applicant. The
quantumis yet to be determined — the process is that
the applicant must submit their costs and for the
Council to determine whetherthey are reasonable. In
the eventof a disagreement, it then goes for
independenttaxation.

25/07/2022

Answers provided by
Julie Harcombe /
Rebecca Miller and
Alison Blom-Cooper




06/07/2022

Corporate Performance
Summary: Our
Environmentand Economy
(Page 264, ltem 1)

“A low-carbon, clean, green
and prosperous district that
attracts high quality
employment opportunities
and encourages healthy
lifestyles”

Is it possible to provide
examples of high-quality
companies being attracted
to SWT in the last year?

Mike Rigby /
Chris Hall
(Econ Regen)

SWT do not currently measure the number of high-
quality employmentnew businesses movinginto the
district. However, in January 2022 SWT purchased a
licence to a business data platform, which will enable
reporting of various statistics relating to business
health and growth in the district. The Economic
Development Team are exploring the reporting
capabilities of the software. Currently, we are unable
to provide a figure in response to the question. The
Economic Developmentteam with partner
organisations, continue to market SWT to inward
investors and accountmanage inward investment
enquiries.

“This period has seen the completion of a new
promotional inward investment-focused website for the
district and production of an investment video as part
of a SWITCH’ campaign, inviting potential investors to
switch to Somerset West and Taunton. The campaign
highlights the area’s locational, strengths as well as
current growth -industries such as healthcare and
med-tech, the circular economy, digital and creative,
global marine and current construction opportunities in
the energy sector.

12 business ambassadors from varying sectors of the
economy have also been recruited to act as business
ambassadors for the area.

A launch event with a key business audience of
commercial agents and developers took place in May
2022. This has formed a key part of the delivery of the
Marketing and Communications plan for Inward
Investment.”

(Excerpt from Clir Rigby’s latest PFH report)

25/07/22

Lisa Tuck




06/07/2022 | Can an explanation / Mike Rigby / ‘ Economic Initiatives EMR iBE019i \ 22/07/22 | Kerry Prisco
update be provided onthe | Chris Hall
Economic Development (Econ Regen) | | Opening Balance (642,538.36)
Initiatives Ear Marked Emergency Town Centre Fund 50,000.00
Reserve? Budget 22/23 Contribution 372,000.00
Provision for Grant 80,000.00
Innovation Districts 50,000.00
Taunton Town Centre 50,000.00
Taunton Together 25,000.00
Closing Balance (15,538.36)
06/07/2022 | Can furtherinformation be | Mike Rigby / The EmploymentLand Schemes capital programme is 22/07/22 | Kerry Prisco
provided on whatthe Chris Hall currently looking at potential employmentsites in

EmploymentLand
Schemes and Williton
Shooting Club capital
programmes will be spent
on?

(Econ Regen)

Minehead, butSMT have deferred any capital
expenditure requests until Unitary. The Williton

Shooting Club was a Hinkley funded project which
was completed historically, and the unused budget

was returned last year.




06/07/2022 | General Fund Outturn ClirBenet Kerry Prisco
Report: Capital Programme | Allen / Paul This is currently being worked through. Answer to
(Page 322). Economic Fitzgerald follow.

Regeneration Initiatives

Can a list be provided of
how much has been spent
on consultancy and to
whom?




