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2005 – 2023
Somerset local authorities plan, prepare, train, exercise, respond and recover 

together in a formal emergency preparedness partnership.

From 1st April 2023, the five Somerset local authorities combine to form the 
new Somerset Council.  Emergency preparedness remains a statutory duty for 

the new unitary authority. The dedicated team of emergency planning 
professionals continue within the new authority.



16/3/2023: 
Exmoor Panel

•What is community resilience?

•What can communities do to 
increase their resilience? 

•What is Somerset Prepared 
and how can it help?



Highest risks in Somerset



Other risks

• Industrial accidents

• Transport accidents

• Severe weather: 
heat/cold/rain/snow/drought

• Utility failure

• Fires

• Computer viruses and hacking

• Malicious acts...



Community 
Emergency Planning

• Is asset based –focuses on the 
knowledge, skills and resources within 
each community

• Will be different in each community –
one size does not fit all

• Improves communication between 
residents

• Supports residents and businesses 
during an emergency

• Supports effective sharing of 
information and relevant resources

• Provides a  voice for the community in 
discussions around risks they may face.



Making Friends Before 
You Need Them –
Building Community 
Resilience 



“You don’t just 
live in a house, 

you live in a 
community” 

Kate –
Moorland 

Down by the River - YouTube

Somerset Rivers Authority:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3M3G52lvNlo


What can you 
do in your 

community?

Raise awareness of local risks & 
hazards.

Identify local resources & 
capabilities.

Develop community emergency 
plan.

Sign up to council’s “Places of 
Safety Scheme”

Sign up to council’s Somerset 
Emergency Community Contacts 
scheme.



Ham Community Flood Group



Moorland, Fordgate and West Yeo Flood Group in their new PPE





Williton
Community 
Resilience Group



Martock Flood Group



Long Sutton Emergency Group at an exercise





Plans, people & capabilities



Environment Agency Flood Wardens

Before
- Identify problem areas within your community
- Identify vulnerable people and properties
- Write a community flood plan
- Monitor watercourses within the community
- Encourage sign up to free Flood Warnings

During
- Communicate the risk of flooding within the 
community
- Help co-ordinate the community flood plan.
- Heed emergency services advice at all times.
- Share information from the Environment 

Agency and emergency services with residents.
- Encourage residents to take action.
- Collect flood event information.

After
- Assist in the post-flood clear up if 
required.
- Continue to act as a communication 
channel.
- Collect post-flood data and photos.
- Assist in the review of the community 
flood plan.

- Volunteers trained to help and prepare people in local communities at risk of flooding. 
- Help prepare community flood plans.
- Vital link between a local community and those responsible for responding to a flood.

Tiffany.Tapper@environment-agency.gov.uk



Showing Somerset Rivers Authority funded telemetry projects

Roadwater
Luxborough
Sampford Brett

Monksilver
Porlock

Chard
Forton & Tatworth
Crosscombe





What is it?

➢ Secure environment 
for your community 
during an emergency

➢ Somewhere that is 
able to provide care 
and comfort at short 
notice



Each Place of Safety will have:

❑ 24-hour access

❑ Disabled access

❑ Toilets

❑ Heating

❑ Light refreshments available

❑ If needed, assistance from Local 
Authority/Voluntary Agencies

What are the benefits?

❑ Venues close to community

❑ Venues are well known locally

❑ Community can open venue themselves

❑ Evacuees are supported by people they know

❑ Details held by Civil Contingencies Unit

Place of Safety Venue Identification Sticker



Somerset Emergency 
Community Contacts

• To be first point of contact 
during emergencies

• To be liaison point between 
parish / town council and the 
emergency responders

• To identify and pass information 
about vulnerable residents

• Gather, receive and share 
information from and to the 
community



Information 
sharing during an 
emergency incident



www.somersetprepared.org.uk

Information & 

templates

Advice & 

support 

Grants for 

equipment 

& training

Annual conference

Networking & sharing 
good ideas





Presentation of Community Resilience Awards October 2022



The aim of the Partnership is to support individuals, communities and 
businesses in Somerset to be better prepared for emergencies through: 

- Clear Information & Resources 

- Ensuring communities have access to the information they need to 
prepare effectively 

- Stronger Partnerships 

- Working together with communities to understand their needs 

- Incident Readiness 

- Ensuring communities are prepared for emergencies and better able to 
recover



Somerset Prepared aims  will be achieved through:

• Raising awareness of local risk within Somerset amongst partners, 
communities and businesses; 

• Providing advice, guidance and support to locally led community resilience 
initiatives;

• Providing resilience networking and information sharing platforms for 
community groups through meetings, events and supporting technology; 

• Supporting partner agencies in delivery of community resilience initiatives; 

and 

• Sharing information and coordinating activity between member organisations 

www.somersetprepared.org.uk

http://www.somersetprepared.org.uk/


Somerset Prepared small grant 
scheme

The Somerset Prepared partnership Small Grants Fund is 
available to assist with the cost of small capital items and 
associated training that directly supports activity described in 
a Community Emergency Plan or Community Flood Plan. 
Applications to the fund are open to any Parish/Town Council 
or formally constituted community group within the 
administrative county of Somerset. 

www.somersetprepare.org.uk



Somerset Prepared small grant scheme conditions:
• 1. Applicants must be formal or constituted community groups with a 

registered bank account and be able to provide evidence of each upon 
request. 

• 2. Applicants must represent a local community and use grants in such a 
way that provides benefit to all its members. 

• 3. The group must have emergency arrangements in place or under 
development, such as a community emergency plan or flood plan. 

• 4. The maximum grant payable is £5,000, the average sum awarded per 
application is approximately £3,000. 

• 5. A minimum funding contribution of 20% is required through other local 
fundraising measures, should you have difficulties raising this sum please 
get in touch.

• 6. Applications for a defibrillator must be discussed prior to submission 
and require a 50% contribution through local fundraising. If you are 
considering this please contact info@somersetprepared.org.uk. 

• 7. Grants cannot be used for goods and services that are the responsibility 
of public bodies to provide. 

• 8. On-going maintenance of purchased items is the sole responsibility of 
the named group awarded grant funding. 

• 9. Applicants must sign to confirm they have read and understood the 
Small Grant Fund Advice & Guidance and Terms & Conditions.

1. Funding Support – Somerset Prepared

http://www.somersetprepared.org.uk/get-support/funding-support/


Contact details: Nicola Dawson

nicola.dawson@somerset.gov.uk

Somerset Local Authorities’ Civil Contingencies Unit
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