
 

DUNSTER PANEL - NOTES OF MEETING – TUESDAY 6 OCTOBE R 2015 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, COUNCIL OFFICES, WILLITON 

 

Present: 

Cllr Brenda Maitland-Walker (West Somerset Council) – Chair of Meeting 

Cllr Philip Laramy (Carhampton Parish Council) 

Cllr Christine Oliver (Dunster Parish Council) 

Cllr Ron Buckingham (Elworthy Parish Council) 

Cllr Phil Gannon (Old Cleeve Parish Council) 

Cllr Margaret Smith (Old Cleeve Parish Council) 

Cllr Marilyn Crothers (Nettlecombe PC) 

Steve Eggar (Roadwater Village Trust) 

PSO J Dawson (Avon & Somerset Constabulary) 

Jim Kent (West Somerset Seniors Forum) 

Cllr Christine Lawrence (Somerset County Councillor) 

David Peake (SCC)  

Cllr Bryan Leaker (West Somerset Council) 

Cllr Richard Lillis (West Somerset Council) 

Mr P Bird 

Mr T Child 

Jean Humber 

Heather Strawbridge and Martyn Callow (Southwestern Ambulance) 

Shirlene Adam, Director – Operations and Eileen Ford, Executive Assistant (West 
Somerset Council)  

 

1) “Have Your Say” – Community Issues 
 
Mr Bird requested if there could be a dog litter bin put near the Old Dairy in 
Timberscombe.  Cllr Leaker agreed to discuss this with Cllr Dewdney and to 
attend the next Parish Council when this would be discussed. 
 
Mr Bird also mentioned the difficulties he was experiencing with wind chimes 
within the sheltered housing estate he lived on.  Mr Bird explained that he had 
contacted MAGNA Housing and Environment Health in respect of this.  
Cllr Leaker advised Mr Bird to speak to his local Councillor in respect of this. 
 



 

Cllr Smith requested the Council review current signage re water quality at 
Blue Anchor as the current laminated signs are faded.  Cllr Maitland-Walker 
advised that the photographs of these posters are left with her to take forward. 
 
Cllr Crothers raised concerns about the issue of the lights at Washford Cross 
and Cllr Lawrence responded.  The lights were close to the boundary of 
Exmoor National Park where there were restrictions on light pollution.  
Concerns were also raised about the approach to the roundabouts at 
Washford and at Sandford.  SCC had been made aware of these concerns 
who have advised that these issues need to be raised with EDF. 
 
Jean Humber confirmed her delight that the issue of ragwort had been raised 
at the last meeting.  Mrs Humber also raised her concerns that no questions 
were raised to Ian Liddell-Grainger when he attended the meeting in July. 
 
The issue of the speed limit in Carhampton was raised as there was confusion 
as to when the new speed limit would be enforced.  Cllr Lawrence confirmed 
that the new speed signs had been ordered and hoped they would be 
installed soon, but agreed to check the situation and report back.   
 
 

2) Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies of absence were received from Faye Barringer-Capp, Cllr Anthony 
Trollope-Bellew; Cllr Martin Dewdney; Ian Liddell-Grainger, MP; Chris Jones 
(Devon & Somerset Fire Service) and Karin Harwood (SCC Highways) 
 
 

3) Notes of the Meeting Held on 27 July 2015 and Matters Arising 
 
There was one amendment to the notes:- 
 
The notes should read “seconded by Cllr Martin Dewdney” and not Cllr 
Anthony Trollope-Bellew. 

 Following the above amendments the notes were approved. 

 
4) South Western Ambulance Service 

 
The Chair welcomed Heather Strawbridge and Martyn Callow from South 
Western Ambulance Service to the meeting. 
 
Heather then led a discussion with the Panel that outlined her role as the 
Chair, explained the roles play by ambulance service (999 calls; 111 calls in 
Dorset, Devon and Cornwall; Out of Hours Service and Patient transportation 
in Bristol and Bath) 
• The area covered by the South Western Ambulance Services (Isles of 

Scilly to Wiltshire) 
• The financial difficulties the ambulance service are currently facing 



 

• The reasons why the general public can perceive that West Somerset 
are not as supported as the larger towns.  

 
The Group had the opportunity to ask questions of Heather and Martyn 
regarding their concerns and current issues.  West Somerset Council Scrutiny 
Committee are hosting a debate on the Ambulance Service at their 
forthcoming meeting.  Everyone was invited to attend. 
 

5) Blue Anchor Public Conveniences – Maintenance Issues 
 
The Panel attendees continue to have concerns regarding the standard of the 
public conveniences at Blue Anchor.  Tim Child, Asset Manager, was invited 
to attend the meeting and reassured the group that the Council continues to 
take the health and safety issues, plus maintenance issues, seriously.  Tim 
informed the group of the maintenance undertaken on the toilets since 2013, 
which included the re-roofing of the building and a refurbishment in 2014 and 
that there was still planned work to take place. 
 
The group appreciated the maintenance already undertaken, but still had 
concerns regarding work that still need to be take place.  This included a 
broken downpipe, broken light fittings, a broken sewer and drain cover.   A 
discussion took place regarding the possibility of installing modern, unisexed 
toilets. 
 

6) Police Report 

 

PC Jo Dawson attended the meeting and updated the meeting that the Police 
had brought in a new crime recording system on 22 September 2015.  One 
advantage of this new system is the facility to share information with other 
organisations. 

 

PC Dawson informed the meeting that in the Dunster Panel area 46 crime 
calls had been recorded.  These included 14 road traffic offences, two for anti-
social behaviour and one for night-time shooting.   

 

PC Dawson raised the issue that the Police have decriminalised the offence 
of parking on double yellow lines and that this is now the responsibility of 
Somerset County Council.  This has caused concern at Blue Anchor with cars 
obstructing the pavement.  Another issue at Blue Anchor raised concerned 
the fisherman who fished by on the shoreline at high tides.  Due to the 
closeness of the road cars have been hit by a fishing hooks.   

  



 

 
7) Highways Report 

 
David Peake had given his apologies at the beginning of the meeting due to 
his attendance needed at another meeting.  David’s highway report is 
attached as Appendix One. 
 
 
Concern was raised that Parish Councils had not received Highways 
information for the last six months.  It was also raised that Highways 
information should be sent to schools.  Shirlene agreed to check this and 
report back at the next meeting. 
 
 

8) Devon and Somerset Fire Rescue Service 
 
A report had been received from Chris Jones, which included leaflets on 
Carbon Monoxide, Chimney Safety and Dead End – a leaflet asking the public 
could the emergency services get to your home quickly due to parked 
vehicles.  This report is attached at Appendix Two. 
 
 

9) Let’s Make Isolation and Loneliness History in West Somerset Conference – 
Saturday 17 October 2015 
 
Information about this event had been forwarded to Parish Councils prior to 
the event taking place. 
 
 

10) West Somerset Council Report 
 
Shirlene updated the meeting on the second phase of the JMASS and the 
continued financial challenges facing West Somerset Council. 
 

11) Any Other Business 
 
Cllr Brenda Maitland-Walker updated the meeting on the ream and attention 
ponds at Dunster Marshes.  The work to be undertaken will be done in two 
parts due to the impact on the wildlife. 
 

12) Dates of Future Meetings 
 
25 January 2016 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Williton 
 
18 April 2016 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, Council Officers, Williton 

  



 

 
SUMMARY OF AGREED ACTIONS 

 
Date of 
Meeting 

Agreed Action Action Owner 

06.10.15 Cllr Leaker to attend the next 
Timberscombe Parish Council 
meeting and discuss with Cllr 
Dewdney the possible purchase of a 
dog litter bin. 

Cllr Leaker 

06.10.15 Cllr Maitland-Walker to take forward 
the request from Cllr Margaret Smith 
the possibility of re water quality in 
Blue Anchor 

Cllr Maitland-Walker 

06.10.15 Check with SCC Highways regarding 
the signage for the new speed limit at 
Carhampton. 

Cllr C Lawrence 

06.10.15 Check re forwarding Highways 
information to schools and Parish 
Councils 

Shirlene Adam 

   
   

 

 



 

APPENDIX ONE 
 
Planned Works in Dunster Panel Area                                   West Somerset House, Williton 6 October 2015 
 
 Parish/Town  Location  Description  Start  Finish  Duration  

Completed   
SCC Crowcombe A358 Flaxpool Carriageway resurfacing. Completed 
SCC Crowcombe Crowcombe Road Drainage work.   Completed 
SCC Samford Brett Capton Road Drainage work.   Completed 
SCC Bicknoller Woolston Lane Drainage work and carriageway resurfacing.  Completed 
SCC Holford, Kilve & 

Quantoxhead 
A39 Bridgwater 
Road 

Drainage, kerbing, carriageway surface 
dressing and resurfacing.   

Completed 

     
Ongoing   

EDF Williton B3190 Washford 
Cross (nth bound) 

Construction of new roundabout.  Temporary 
road closure. 

5 Jan 
7 Sept 

12 July 
18 Dec 

27 weeks 
15 weeks 

SCC Brompton Ralph Scarr Chapel 
Lane, Pitsford Hill 

Repairs to parapet of Scarr Bridge.  Temporary 
road closure. 

1 Oct 23 Oct 21 days 

SCC Old Cleeve Roadwater Road, 
Hungerford 

Repairs to retaining wall.  Temporary road 
closure. 

5 Oct 1 Nov 4 weeks 

       
Future   

EDF Williton B3190 Washford 
Cross (sth bound) 
Raleghs Cross Rd 

Construction of new roundabout.  Temporary 
road closure between 12.00 Saturday to 23.59 
Sunday. 

10 Oct 
 

11 Oct 
 

36 hours 
 

SCC Combe Florey B3224 Raleghs 
Cross Road 

Embankment/verge repairs.  Temporary road 
closures between 09.00 and 16.00. 

19 Oct 
26 Oct 

23 Oct 
30 Oct 

5 days 
5 days 

EDF Williton B3190 Washford 
Cross (sth bound) 
Raleghs Cross Rd 

Construction of new roundabout.  Temporary 
road closure between 12.00 Saturday to 23.59 
Sunday. 

31 Oct 
 

1 Nov 
 

36 hours 
 



 

SCC Bicknoller Chilcombe Lane & 
Trendle Lane 

Verge/embankment repairs.  Temporary road 
closure. 

16 Nov 27 Nov 2 weeks 

       
Other   

SCC West Somerset Various 2015 surface dressing programme. 
BT West Somerset Various Connecting Devon & Somerset superfast broad band roll-out programme. 

 
 



 

APPENDIX TWO 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


