
Appeal Decisions 22 June 2016 
 

 
 

Site: 6 MOOR LANE, CHURCHINFORD, TAUNTON, TA3 7RE 
Proposal: CONSTRUCTION OF A DORMER TO THE REAR ELEVATION AT 6 
MOOR LANE, CHURCHINFORD 
 
Application number: 10/15/0024  

Reasons for refusal 

  The proposed dormer window, by reason of its position, design and  
external appearance, would be out of keeping with the existing 
dwellinghouse and other nearby properties within the Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and would detract from the visual amenities of the locality 
contrary to policy DM1d of the Taunton Deane Core Strategy, retained Local 
Plan policy H17(C) and draft policy D5 of the Site Allocations and Development 
Management Plan. 
 

 

Appeal decision: DISMISSED        
 

 

 
 

Site: 39A-A MANTLE STREET, WELLINGTON, TA21 .8AX 
Proposal: VARIATION OF CONDITION No. 2 (APPROVED PLANS) OF 
APPLICATION 43/12/0081 ON LAND TO THE REAR OF 39A MANTLE 
STREET, WELLINGTON AS AMENDED 
 

Application number: 43/15/0082  

Reasons for refusal 

 
The development is considered to be unacceptably overbearing in relation to 
the neighbouring garden of 37 Mantle Street, detrimental to the amenity of that 
dwelling. It is, therefore, contrary to Policy DM1 of the Taunton Deane Core 
Strategy. 
 

 

Appeal decision: Withdrawn 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Site: LAND ADJOINING NORTH END FARM, NORTH END, CREECH ST MICHAEL, 
TAUNTON, TA3 5ED 

   Proposal: CHANGE OF USE OF LAND FOR THE SITING OF A MOBILE HOME    
   ON LAND ADJOINING NORTH END FARM, NORTH END, CREECH ST   
   MICHAEL 
 

Application number: 14/15/0008 

 



Reasons for refusal 

The site lies in a countryside location, where it is the policy of the Local Planning 
Authority to resist new housing development unless it is demonstrated that the 
proposal serves an appropriate need, such as the need for affordable homes.  Whilst 
the site adjoins the settlement limit, it is not considered that there are no other 
suitable sites within the rural centre itself, or that the need cannot be met by the 
affordable homes currently under construction within the village, or other affordable 
dwellings soon to be constructed in the adjacent Parish.  The scheme therefore 
represents an unjustified dwelling outside of settlement limits that would set an 
undesirable precedent for future development.  As such, the proposal is contrary to 
Policy DM2 (Development in the Countryside) of the Taunton Deane Core Strategy. 

 
 

 

Appeal decision: Dismissed.  



 

 

3D Eagle Wing 

Temple Quay House 

2 The Square 

Bristol 

BS1 6PN 

Direct Line: 0303 444 3949 

Customer Services: 

0303 444 5000 
 

Email: teampNI@pins.gsi.gov.uk 
 

www.planningportal.gov.uk/planninginspectorate 
 
 

Julie Harcombe 

Taunton Deane Borough Council 
Review Support Manager 

The Deane House 

Belvedere Rd 

Taunton 

TA1 1HE 
 

 

 

19 May 2016 
 

 
 

Dear Ms Harcombe, 

Your Ref: 43/15/0082 

Our Ref:  APP/D3315/W/16/3147292 

 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

Appeal by Mr Roger Bird 
Site Address: Land to the rear of 39A Mantle Street, Wellington, Somerset 

 

 
 

I enclose for your information a copy of a letter received withdrawing the above appeal(s). 

I confirm no further action will be taken. 

We will continue to process the remaining appeal(s). 
 

 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Celia Stone 
Celia Stone 

 
 
 

 

Where applicable, you can use the internet to submit documents, to see information and to check the progress 

of cases through the Planning Portal. The address of our search page is - www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning/ 

appeals/online/search 



From: catherine.knee [mailto:catherine.knee@wyg.com] 

Sent: 30 March 2016 13:29 
To: POSTAL APPEALS 

Cc: TeampNI 
Subject: FW: Confirmation of Appeal APP/D3315/W/16/3147292 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Please be advised that the appellant does not wish to proceed with this appeal, and will continue with 

the enforcement appeal ref: 3146712 only. 

Please confirm receipt of this email. 

Many thanks, 

Catherine 
 

 
 

 

Catherine Knee 

Principal Planner 
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Appeal Decision 
 

Site visit made on 3 May 2016 
 

by J J Evans BA (Hons) MA MRTPI 
 

an Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 

Decision date: 18 May 2016 

 

Appeal Ref: APP/D3315/D/16/3144357 
6 Moor Lane, Churchinford, Taunton TA3 7RE 

• The appeal is made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

against a refusal to grant planning permission. 
• The appeal is made by Miss Selena Mitford against the decision of Taunton Deane 

Borough Council. 

• The application Ref 10/15/0024, dated 13 July 2015, was refused by notice dated 
20 November 2015. 

• The development proposed is the addition of a gabled dormer to the rear roof, providing 

mezzanine storage for bedroom 3. 
 

Decision 
 

1. The appeal is dismissed. 
 

Main Issue 
 

2. The main issue is the effect of the proposed gabled dormer on the character 
and appearance of 6 Moor Lane and the surrounding area, having particular 
regard to the location of the property in an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. 

 

Reasons 
 

3. 6 Moor Lane is positioned on a hillside close to the centre of Churchinford 

within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). A distinct feature of the 
AONB’s landscape is the remote positioning of the villages within it. 

Churchinford appears as an isolated settlement within the complex topography 
of steeply incised valleys separated by ridge tops. Fields and roads are 
bounded by hedgerows, and taken together with the woodlands that 

intersperse the farmland, there is an attractive verdant appearance to the 
landscape around the village. 

 

4. Comprising part of a small estate of similarly sized, aged and styled houses,  

No 6 is an end of terrace property set back from Moor Lane behind a shallow 
front garden, adjacent to a parking courtyard and garages.  The rendered walls 
and plain tiled roof of No 6 are repeated on the other houses within the row. 

Apart from 3 Moor Lane, the houses have a symmetrical repeated pattern of 
windows and doors. 

 

5. Although constructed of materials to match those on the house, the size and 

positioning of the proposed dormer close to the eastern end of the row would 
disrupt the appearance of the rear of the terrace. Whilst there is local support 
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for the proposal, the dormer would nevertheless be an unbalanced addition to 

the row, the effect of which would be exaggerated by the proposed 
replacement window beneath. The dormer would be at odds with the 

symmetry of the voids and walls present in the appeal property and its 
neighbours. 

 

6. When viewed from the side, the hip would replicate the profile of the roofscape, 

and as such would harmonise with this aspect of the terrace. However, the 
dormer would be a substantial addition to the roof. From the submitted 
drawings it is not clear whether the dormer’s ridge would be level or just below 

the house ridge. Whichever is the case, the tall height of the dormer combined 
with the breach of the eaves would make it a large and disruptive addition to 

the roofscape that would have little of the subservience of form and size that is 
found in many of the dormers in nearby properties. 

 

7. Moreover the provision of high level windows and a rooflight would have a 
cluttered appearance that would appear discordant when compared with the 
form and pattern of fenestration on the houses. Whilst I note this has been 
proposed to restrict overlooking, there are already first floor windows that 
provide a view into neighbouring properties. 

 

8. Within AONBs there is a statutory duty to conserve and enhance the area’s 

natural beauty. The National Planning Policy Framework (the Framework) 
requires great weight to be given to conserving the landscape and scenic 

beauty of AONBs. Natural beauty includes not just the landscape but also 
human settlement. The remote location of the villages is one of the special 
qualities of the AONB, and due to its position high up on the hillside views of 

Churchinford are apparent within the wider area. 
 

9. Although I have found the dormer would harm the character and appearance of 
the house and the terrace, it would not significantly harm the landscape and 

scenic beauty of the AONB. The dormer would be seen against the backdrop of 
the mix of historic and modern properties within the village and the variety of 
roof forms. The proposal would not unacceptably erode the qualities and 

beauty of the AONB as the dormer would be seen as part of the built up area of 
the village as a whole. 

 

10. Thus the proposed gabled dormer would unacceptably harm the character and 

appearance of 6 Moor Lane and the surrounding area, but would have a neutral 
impact on the landscape and scenic beauty of the AONB. It would therefore fail 
to accord with Policy DM 1 of the adopted Taunton Deane Core Strategy and 

Policy H17 of the Taunton Deane Local Plan (2004).  These policies require, 
amongst other things, development that does not unacceptably harm the 

appearance and character of an area or the form and character of the host 
dwelling, reflecting an objective of the Framework that seeks to protect local 
character and distinctiveness. 

 

Other Matters 
 

11. The Council have referred to Policy D5 of the emerging Site Allocations and 

Development Management Plan. However, a copy of this policy was not 
provided with the appeal. From the evidence before me, I note it has not yet 
been adopted, and this tempers the weight that can be attached to it. 
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12. A nearby resident is concerned that the proposed dormer would affect levels of 

light into the rear gardens of the terrace. However, the proposed dormer 
would not project above the existing ridge line of the terrace, and when 

combined with the orientation of the houses, the degree of overshadowing 
would not be significantly greater than that which already occurs. This matter 

does not, however, outweigh my findings on the main issue. 
 

Conclusion 
 

13. For the reasons given above and having considered all other matters raised, 

the appeal is dismissed. 
 

J J Evans 
 

INSPECTOR 
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