
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE – 30 MARCH 2005 
 
Report of the Chief Solicitor 
 
Miscellaneous Item - Trenchard Park Gardens, Norton Fitzwarren 
 
Background 
 
At its meeting on the 7 July 2004 the Committee considered an application for 
the erection of an extension to form special needs accommodation and the 
change of use of the property to special needs at Trenchard House and 
Meadow Court, jointly known as Trenchard Park Gardens, Norton Fitzwarren 
(application No 25/2004/007). 
 
The application was refused and the Committee resolved to take enforcement 
action to ensure compliance with the permitted use of the premises which was 
as a hotel or bed and breakfast accommodation.  
 
However, since the Borough Council had an existing contract with the owner 
to house homeless persons in the building which ran until the 31 March 2005, 
it was resolved that the action should not become effective until 1 April 2005. 
An appeal against the refusal of planning permission has been lodged and a 
public inquiry is due to take place on the 23 August 2005. 
 
There were two reasons for refusal of the permission. The first related to the 
proposed extension only.  The second was as follows:- 
 
The proposal will result in a risk that crime and associated anti-social 
behaviour within the locality will increase and also give rise to a justifiable 
public perception of such risk which would be harmful to the level of amenity 
which the occupiers of properties in the area should reasonably expect to 
enjoy. The proposal will therefore be in conflict with the aims of Section 17 of 
the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (Taunton Deane Local Plan Policy S8). 
 
Members will recall there was a strong objection from the Police as well as 
from local residents and the Parish Council relating to the activities at 
Trenchard Park Gardens and concerns over crime and disorder.  Appended to 
this report are the comments made by the Police at the time of the application, 
the comments of the Parish Council and the individual representations. 
 
However, since that time the Police and the owner of Trenchard Park 
Gardens have been working to improve the situation, with additional 
measures being taken.   
 
In particular, a house contract has been introduced which sets out rules for 
the residents and in particular prohibits the use of Trenchard Park Gardens as 
a bail address.  Other steps have been taken and as a consequence whereas 
before July 2004 the Police were attending the property on a weekly basis 
and had arrested 34 people at the premises, since August 2004 the Police  



 
have only attended the property on six occasions and one of those was to 
speak to a resident who was a victim of crime. 
 
The Police have now written giving details of the changed circumstances and 
withdrawing their objection to the proposed use under Section 17 of the Crime 
and Disorder Act.  A copy of the letter from the Police is appended to the 
report.  
 
In the light of this, Members need to re-consider the decision to take 
enforcement action, and the reasons for refusal of the planning permission.  
 
Without support from the Police it is difficult to sustain the decision to pursue 
enforcement action and refuse planning permission on the grounds of conflict 
with Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act . 
 
The Parish Council and those who made representations at the time of the 
application have been notified that this matter is being further considered by 
the Committee. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
It is therefore RECOMMENDED:- 
 

1. That no further enforcement action be taken in respect of the existing 
use of Trenchard Park Gardens as a hostel; and 

 
2. In respect of application No 25/2004/007 the appellant and The 

Planning Inspectorate be advised that the reason for refusal based on 
conflict with the aims of Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act will 
no longer be pursued. 

 
 
 
Chief Solicitor 
 
Contact Officer:  Judith Jackson    Telephone: 01823 356409 or  
                           e-mail : j.jackson@tauntondeane.gov.uk 



























 


	Header: AGENDA ITEM NO. 22
	Footer0: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 1
	Footer1: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 2
	Footer2: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 3
	Footer3: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 4
	Footer4: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 5
	Footer5: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 6
	Footer6: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 7
	Footer7: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 8
	Footer8: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 9
	Footer9: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 10
	Footer10: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 11
	Footer11: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 12
	Footer12: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 13
	Footer13: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 14
	Footer14: Planning Committee, 30 MAR 2005, Item no. 22, Pg 15


