
REPORT FOR THE TAUNTON DEANE PLANNING COMMITTEE, 20th JUNE 2018 
 
Objections to Taunton Deane Borough Tree Preservation Order TD1135, 
(Taunton No.1) 2018, 100-110 (evens) and 155-169 (odds) Firepool View 
 
The Tree Preservation Order protects 14 birch trees. The trees were planted 
about five years ago, as part of the agreed landscape scheme for this Crest 
Nicholson Firepool development (reserved matters application 38/11/0596). 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Tree Preservation Order is confirmed, unmodified. 
 
 
Background 
 
The Tree Preservation Order (TPO) was served on 4th January 2018.  
 
The grounds for serving the TPO was stated as follows: 
 
The trees are healthy and have high amenity value. They were planted as part of the 
landscape scheme for the development. A planning condition ensured their retention 
for 5 years after planting. This new TPO ensures that these trees are retained once 
the 5 years has passed. 
 
 
Procedure 
 
A Tree Preservation Order comes into force on the day that it is served for a period 
of 6 months. The TPO lapses after that date unless it is has been confirmed by the 
Council. If there are no objections to the TPO, it can be confirmed. If any objections 
are received, the points raised must be considered and a decision made as to 
whether to confirm the TPO, either with or without modification. The decision 
whether to confirm a TPO that raises objections is taken by members of the Planning 
Committee.  
 
When deciding whether to serve and confirm a TPO, the present or future public 
amenity value of the trees must be considered. Tree Preservation Orders are served 
to protect selected trees if their removal would have a significant impact on the local 
environment. TPO trees should therefore be visible from a public place, such as a 
road or footpath.  
 
In assessing a tree’s amenity value, consideration must be paid to its visual impact, 
its health and structural integrity, its life expectancy and its suitability to the location. 
The tree’s potential impact on highways, services and structures should be 
considered. 
 
 
 



Representations 
 
Five representations have been received stating objections to the TPO. Eleven 
representations have been received in support of the TPO. It is noted that all five 
objections are from owners of the trees (although some properties are rented), 
whereas support comes from two owners and nine other addresses nearby on the 
development.  
 
 
The reasons given for the objections can be summarized as follows: 
 
a) The trees are of little aesthetic value, and their amenity value is questionable; 
 
b) They will become a nuisance as they grow taller and wider, uplifting paving and 

requiring pruning; 
 
c) They will be prone to wind-throw as they grow taller; 
 
d) The species is unsuitable due to its eventual size and shallow roots; 
 
e) The trees drop debris, such as leaves and seeds, which is a nuisance and 

potential safety hazard; 
 

f) The positions of the trees limits any future widening of the parking bays in front of 
the properties. The lack of a second outside parking bay is a nuisance; 
 

g) The trees may cause damage to drainage systems, or to foundations. 
 
 
The reasons given in support can be summarized as follows: 
 
a) The trees are elegant and attractive, forming a ‘landmark avenue’. They are an 

important part of the aesthetics of the development; 
 
b) The presence of the trees was an important factor when choosing to live on the 

development; 
 
c) Removal of the trees for more parking would spoil the look of the development; 
 
d) The trees benefit the environment in many ways, such as absorbing CO2 and 

pollutants, releasing oxygen, providing habitat for wildlife and improving drainage; 
 
e) They are an appropriate species, because they are not potentially very large 

trees, such limes or planes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Determining Issues and Considerations 
 
The TPO protects fourteen birch trees. The trees were planted by the developer, 
Crest Nicholson, as part of the agreed landscape scheme, as shown on drawing 
80130 by Stride Treglown Tektus.  Each tree is in the corner of the front garden of 
one property, adjacent to the public footpath. In combination, they form an avenue of 
trees between houses 100-110 and 155-169, running north to south between 
Trenchard Road and the River Tone.  
 
The development has been designed to be a modern, energy-efficient urban estate, 
drawing heavily on the fact that it is situated along the north side of the River Tone. It 
has a distinctive, contemporary feel, in contrast to the more traditional new 
developments on the outskirts of the town.  
 
The design principles and philosophies are explained in the Design and Access 
Statements that were submitted for the planning application. The landscape scheme 
was an important part of the overall design for the development, and was agreed by 
this planning authority. Below is an extract from part 2 of the statement:  
 
The internal streets that run perpendicular to the southern boundary of the site are 
subject to avenue tree planting, helping to frame views to the north and south from 
the scheme and to help express their importance within the street hierarchy. Tree 
species are proposed as semi-mature to provide an immediate impact and reduce 
the likelihood of possible vandalism and have been selected to offer a different 
character to each street with changes throughout the seasons and strong autumnal 
colour to enhance the streetscape. Pockets of sensory planting within the streets 
offer year round interest and increased biodiversity, whilst threshold planting offers 
residents the opportunity to personalise and take ownership of their surroundings. 
 
 
In response to the points raised by the objectors: 
 
1) Whether trees are attractive or have aesthetic value is subjective. However, 

the council considers that these birch trees do have amenity value, because 
they are a prominent feature of the development, and can be easily seen by 
the general public. Their amenity value and prominence will increase as they 
grow. 

 
2) Some pruning may be required as the trees grow taller and wider. The 

removal of the lowest branches (crown-lifting) may help to prevent the 
branches from obstructing people or car parking in the future. Any proposed 
pruning works can be applied for by using one of the standard forms. Any 
dead or dangerous branches can be removed without the need for consent, 
subject to prior notification to this council in writing.   

 
 The roots of trees in urban areas do sometimes lift minor structures such as 
paving or tarmac. This would not normally be considered justification for not 
planting trees, or for removing them.  

 



3) No healthy tree is totally immune to the effects of extreme winds. However, 
birch trees have a relatively light and narrow canopy that does allow the wind 
to pass through more easily than some other species. They will shed minor 
twigs in high winds, but this would not be considered justification for removing 
the trees. 

 
 As the trees mature and become larger, it would be for the respective owners 
to make sure that they were as safe as trees can be, by having them regularly 
inspected by a professional arborist. 

 
4) Although birch trees can be quite tall, they are generally considered to have a 

pyramidal shape that is not particularly wide-spreading. They are not very 
large trees, such as beech, lime or plane. It is generally thought that most tree 
roots, of whatever species, are within the top 60cm of soil, because they 
require air, water and nutrients. 

 
5) Trees do drop debris at certain times of the year, such as leaves, seeds or 

sap. This can be a nuisance, but when weighing this up with the overall 
benefits of trees, this is not considered to be a sufficient reason for removing 
or not planting them. 

 
6) The protection of the birch trees does limit the opportunity for residents to 

increase the parking areas in front of their houses. However, the council 
considers that the trees are an integral part of the overall design of the 
development, and it would not want to see trees replaced by more car 
parking, which would be detrimental to the look of the estate.  

 
 It would have been clear that each house has two parking spaces. New 
houses with more parking would have been available elsewhere in Taunton 
and the surrounding areas. There are places nearby where visitors can park, 
such as the station. Registered disabled parking could be along Trenchard 
Way, where there is a single yellow line. 

 
7) Trees do sometimes cause damage to drains and pipes. However, this is 

generally when the drainage system is very old. In this case, the trees should 
not cause damage, if at all, for many years.  

 
 It is highly unlikely that the trees’ roots will damage foundations, because 
these are modern buildings with deep foundations. In addition, birch trees are 
not considered to be very high water-demanding, and the soils of this area are 
not heavy clays with high plasticity.  

 
The contemporary design of the buildings, layout and landscaping of this 
development would be clear to any prospective purchaser of the houses. The overall 
design is one that the council is pleased with, and would like to preserve.  In fact, the 
tree planting in this street follows some of the garden town principles that the Council 
is looking to develop further and implement in future developments. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the Tree Preservation Order is confirmed, 
unmodified. 



 
Note: Dead or imminently dangerous branches can be removed from the trees, 
subject to written notice to the council, giving the council up to 5 days to respond. 
Applications can be made for the pruning of the trees if necessary, using the 
standard form or the Planning Portal. 
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